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PASSACAGLIA
Opus 3
by
DENNIS E. NORTHWAY

PREFACE

A Passacaglia can be seen as a composition wherein the falling bass line is repeated with continuing unfolding
variations working themselves out above. A Passacaglia can also be seen as a repeating harmonic pattern not
unlike some perceptions of the Chaconne or Ciaconna. This work could be viewed as a combination of both of
these definitions, or the procedures stated above. In addition, this composition is based on three models: Chaconne
in D Minor by Johann Pachelbel, Introduction, Passacaglia and Fugue in E Flat Minor by Healey Willan, and the
great Passacaglia in C Minor by Johann Sebastian Bach.

In this composition the bass line is repeated 34 times, just as in the Bach. Included in this work are a canon, double
canon, chorale and variations of the figuration. The piece has been specifically designed without undue technical
demands to facilitate performance. This composition also has recapitulatory gestures to give it a sonata-like round-
edness much like the Pachelbel. The registrational suggestions are just that, as I wish this piece to be a vehicle for
the abundant colors of your instrument.
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Double Canon
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